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 Air Force Doctrine (December 2005)
At the very heart of warfare lies doctrine.  It represents the central beliefs for waging war in order to achieve victory.  Doctrine is of the mind a network of faith and knowledge reinforced by experience that lays the pattern for the utilization of men, equipment, and tactics.  It is the building material for strategy.  It is fundamental to sound judgment.

     General Curtis E. LeMay
SEMINAR FORMAT

1.
PURPOSE: 

Understand the general doctrinal guidance for the application of air and space forces in operations across the full range of military operations. 

2.
RELATIONSHIP TO THE AFCOMAP PROGRAM:

AF doctrine forms the basis upon which Air Force commanders plan and execute assigned air and space missions and Service, joint or multinational operations.  It is basic principles and beliefs.  Doctrine forms the basis for AF commanders to plan and execute air and space missions.  It establishes general doctrinal guidance for applying air and space forces in operations across the full range of military operations, nuclear to conventional warfare, to military operations other than war (MOOTW) and to homeland operations.


Doctrine should be used with judgment, never dismissed through ignorance of its principles or used blindly without regard to the mission and the current situation.

3.
LESSON OBJECTIVES:  

a.  Understand what Air Force doctrine is, its purpose, how it is applied, and the scope of its application
b.  Recognize the levels of air and space doctrine
c.  Understand how the AETF supports the JFC

d.  Comprehend the different types of doctrine 

e.  Understand how policy, strategy, and doctrine relate

f.  Understand how air and space doctrine supports the National Security Strategy and the National Military Strategy

g.  Identify the functions of the other Services

4.
GENERAL:

Air and space doctrine is a statement of officially sanctioned beliefs, warfighting principles, and guides the appropriate use of air and space in military operations.  Doctrine is authoritative, but not directive.  Doctrine shapes how the AF organizes, trains, equips, and sustains its forces.  


The AF provides a unique capability to project national influence anywhere in the world on short notice.  Air and space forces, through inherent speed, range, and flexibility, can respond to national requirements by delivering precise military power to create effects where and when needed.  The “American way of war” has been described as warfare based on either a strategy of annihilation or of attrition and focused on engaging the enemy in close combat to achieve a decisive battle.  Air and space power, if properly focused, offers our national leadership alternatives to the annihilation and attrition operations.


Air and space forces can pursue tactical, operational, or strategic objectives, in any combination, or all three simultaneously.  Centralized control and decentralized execution of air and space power are critical to effective employment of air and space power.  Air and space power is inherently a strategic force and an offensive weapon.  The air and space expeditionary task force (AETF) is the organizational structure for deployed Air Force forces.  


The AETF presents a joint force commander with a task-oriented, integrated package with the appropriate balance of force, sustainment, control, and force protection.  The AETF commander – the commander, Air Force forces (COMAFFOR) – is the Air Force warfighter.   The axiom that “airmen work for airmen and the senior airman works for the joint force commander (JFC)” preserves the principle of unity of command and embodies the principal of simplicity.  The AF prefers to employ forces through a COMAFFOR who is also dual-hatted as a joint force air and space component commander (JFACC).
5.
ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION:

a. How should AF doctrine be applied?

b. What is my mission? 

c. How should my organization look and why?

d. What are my lines of authority within my organization and within the joint force?

e. What degrees of control do I have over my forces?

f. How am I supported?

g.  Who do I call for more support?

6.
PARTICIPANT REQUIREMENTS:


Read the references and be prepared to discuss in designated meeting.
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