AFCOMAP Quarterly Topic: Air and Space Expeditionary Force 
 Concept of Operations (November 2005)
Theme/Overview:

USAF CONTRIBUTION TO JOINT WARFIGHTING 

As members of the profession of arms, all Airmen whether line or non-line, whether operational or support, should comprehend their contribution to joint warfighting.  This includes an understanding of the Air and Space Expeditionary Task Force concept and its relationship to the joint task force.  Moreover, Airmen should know the key operational functions of air and space power and the capabilities that USAF weapon systems bring to joint warfighting.  This lesson covers the basics of these areas.  The student is invited to delve deeper through the additional readings.       

Desired Learning Outcomes

1. Explain how Airmen contribute to joint warfighting

2. Summarize the roles, missions, and functions of air and space power

3. Understand key AF Weapon Systems Capabilities

Materials/References/Readings

Joint Publication 3-0, Chapter 2

Air Force Doctrine Document 1, Chapter 4

Air Force Doctrine Document 2, Chapter 4 & Chapter 5

Gallery of USAF Weapons  -- 2005 USAF Almanac by Susan H.H. Young

Air Force Doctrine Document 2-2

Jumper, Gen John J., “Global Strike Task Force, A Transforming Concept Forged by Experience”

Additional Readings

Baier, Capt Frederick L., “50 Questions Every Airman Can Answer”

Baier, Maj Frederick L., “50 More Questions Every Airman Can Answer”

Joint Vision 2020, Chapter 4

Questions for Discussion

DLO 1

1. What are the key considerations in determining how joint forces should organize? [JPub 3-0]

2. Why was the Air and Space Expeditionary Task Force (AETF) created? [AFDD 2, Chapters 4&5]

3. How does the AETF construct support the Joint Task Force? [AFDD Chapter 4]

DLO 2

1. What are the specific meanings of roles, missions, and functions? [AFDD 1, Chapter 4]

2. Describe the differences between organizational and operational functions [AFDD 1, Chapter 4]

3. Why are some operational air & space functions not unique to the Air Force? [AFDD 1, Chapter 4]

DLO 3

1. What are the benefits of miniaturized precision guided munitions?

2. How do space assets enable joint warfighting?

3. What are the key weapon system assets needed to support the global strike task force?

